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T

he Royal Alexandra Hospital for Children
has a very long history of caring for children
and families, dating back to the late 1800’s
in Glebe where an old school building was converted
in Sydney’s first children’s hospital, caring for
55 sick children each year.
One of the most significant milestones of this long
history is the move from Camperdown to Westmead
which was completed on 6 November 1995. Moving
to this architecturally-designed, world-class facility
allowed us to transform care for children, expand
our research and provide more support for families
in this new healing environment.
As we celebrate 20 years at Westmead we reflect on
all that we have achieved. So much of it is thanks
to you, our dedicated donors. Not only did donors
raise the $30 million needed to help us relocate to
Westmead back in the 90’s, many of you have been
supporting us ever since.
So in this, our 20th anniversary year, we pay tribute
to you. No matter if you have been supporting for
over 20 years or since last month, you are part of
our team. You care about children in our community
and are walking beside us as a partner in improving
child health.
The enormous sense of pride we feel looking back
over the past 20 years can only be overshadowed
by our excitement for the future. Advances in
research and improved treatment options are
bringing to life outcomes that could have only
been dreamt of back in 1995.
Thank you for your ongoing support. Together
we will continue to provide hope to those who
need it most.
Dr Michael Brydon
Acting Chief Executive
Sydney Children’s Hospitals Network

20 YEAR MILESTONE

20 Year Milestone

It’s hard to believe it’s been 20 years since The Children’s Hospital at Westmead moved
from our historic location in Camperdown to Westmead. In the past 20 years we have
touched the lives of many children and families from NSW and beyond.

Thank you for helping us support:

535,000
Inpatients

930,000
Emergency visits

O

directly into projects that will
have maximum impact on the
quality of care.

As well as supporting medical
equipment, specialist staff and
research projects, donors also
provide untagged donations
to the Hospital, allowing the
flexibility to inject this funding

Our 20th Anniversary is an
important milestone, not just to
celebrate the past 20 years, but
also to look forward to the next
20 years, continuing to push the
boundaries of child health and
to improve and save the lives
of many more children through
advances in research and
providing world class care.

ur supporters come from
the corporate sector,
community groups and
individuals, all partners with
The Children’s Hospital at
Westmead in providing the best
care for children and families.
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280,000
Operations
The vital work of The Children’s
Hospital at Westmead would not
be possible without the caring
generosity of donors. Sincere
thanks to all our supporters for
helping to provide a place of
hope and healing for sick
children and their families.

A PATIENT’S JOURNEY

Thomas, age 10 months

Thomas, age 20

Thomas Given a
Sporting Chance

The day after the Hospital closed its doors at Camperdown, Thomas Morgan was
diagnosed with congenital dislocation of his right hip. This was the start of his
journey of treatment at the ‘New Children’s Hospital’ at Westmead. Here is Thomas'
story in his words...

I

n November 1995, I spent
time in traction before a
procedure to put my hip back
into the socket. After surgery,
I was fitted with a hip spica,
a special type of plaster that
covers both legs from the waist
to the ankles, for three months.
Despite my best sabotaging
efforts – rolling onto my
stomach with my legs up in the
air when I was supposed to be
on my back – the procedure was
a great success. Looking back on
this time now as an adult, I am

extremely thankful for the care
I received. Sport has become
my passion and I can’t imagine
how different my life would be
if doctors weren’t able to treat
my condition all those years ago.
The staff at Hospital were
fantastic to both me and my
worried family. The reindeer
photograph is a great example
of how they went the extra mile
for us. It was my first Christmas
and staff didn’t want me to miss
out on the festivities so they
wheeled my cot out onto the
veranda for the carols concert.

We had just emigrated to Sydney
and didn’t know anyone. My
orthopaedic surgeon, Dr David
Little, introduced us to a family
with a daughter who had been
through the same procedure.
We went on to spend Christmas
with them and became close
family friends. I was even Chelsea’s
partner for her year 12 formal.
Twenty years later I am delighted
to be able to voice my gratitude
for the work of Dr Little and the
staff of The Children’s Hospital
at Westmead. Thank you.
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OUR HISTORY

Our History –
The Westmead Chapter
Our achievements in partnership with donors

2001

1997

Three new research
groups were established;
Gene Therapy Unit,
Oncology Research Unit
1995 and Centre for Evidence‘New Children’s based Paediatric Care
Hospital’
opens its doors

1999

2003

The Hospital launched
Australia’s first tumour bank

Surgical team successfully
separated conjoined twins

2000

2004

NSW Fire Brigades Burns
and Plastic Surgery
Treatment Centre opens

Acute Mental
Health Inpatient
Unit opened

1996

Bandaged Bear is
happy in his new home

1998

Book Bunker opens –
This very special Children’s Library
was established by Scholastic
Australia, as a place for patients
and families to enjoy
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Bear Cottage was established entirely
through community support, at a cost of
$10 million, and was officially opened on
St Patrick's Day, 17 March

2002
Established a
Congenital and
Perinatal Infection
Clinic – the first
such service in
Australia

2005
The $20 million Kerry
Packer Institute for
Child Health was
officially opened

OUR HISTORY

Thank you!
2010

2006
The multi-sensory garden
was built as a result of a
vision by staff (play therapists
and allied health) and the
generosity of donors

2008

A new magnetic resonance
imaging machine (MRI)
was installed at The
Children’s Hospital at
Westmead to improve care
for children, ranging from
newborns to adolescents

2009

2012
The Epilepsy
Monitoring Unit was
officially opened by
George Gregan

2014
Cardiac Catheter
Suite opens

2013

New operating
Kidz Factor Zone
Interventional
2015
theatres open
was officially
radiology operating
World first child
opened by the
suite opens
2011
infused
with own cord
Heath Minister
blood in trial to delay
An Australian first clinical
or prevent the onset
trial commenced to protect
2007
of type 1 diabetes
children’s bone marrow
Delta Dogs, the Animal
during chemotherapy to
Assisted Therapies
treat brain tumours
Program, was launched
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FIRE AND RESCUE

Fire and Rescue NSW

T

he Burns Unit at The
Children’s Hospital at
Westmead is the official
‘Number 2 Fire Station’ in NSW.
This is in recognition of our
partnership with Fire and Rescue
NSW, who are Founders of the
Hospital and have donated more
than $2 million since 1988. The
Burns Unit is very proud of the
long-standing partnership with
Fire and Rescue NSW, which
now spans over three decades.
Approximately 1,500 children
are treated at The Children’s
Hospital at Westmead’s Burns
Unit every year. They deliver
acute burns care, reconstructive
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surgery, rehabilitation and burns
prevention, education and
advocacy initiatives. Without
the support of Fire and Rescue

NSW this would not be possible.
From the staff, children and
families, a very heartfelt thanks
to Fire and Rescue NSW.

FOUNDATION

Joan and Paul McLean admiring the Chinese Garden at The Children’s Hospital at Westmead during their visit earlier this year.

The Children’s
Help Foundation

The Children’s Help Foundation was established by Bill and Joan McLean, as they
wanted to ‘give something back’ in their retirement years and to leave a legacy of
kindness for those less fortunate.

I

n February 2015, Joan
McLean and her son Paul
visited the Hospital to tour
the facilities and to see first-hand
how their generosity has made a
difference to the children in our
care and their families.
The Children’s Help Foundation
has generously donated nearly
$200,000 since 2005, which has
been used to purchase muchneeded medical equipment and
to provide funding for essential
children’s medical research.

Joan McLean commented on
her recent visit to the Hospital
that the McLean family have
had ‘a very happy and blessed
life’ and this was one small way
they could give back.

Bill and Joan’s children
have continued the
wonderful and generous
legacy of the Foundation

Bill sadly passed away in June
2013, but Bill and Joan’s
children have continued
the wonderful and generous
legacy of the Foundation.
We are so grateful to the
Children’s Help Foundation
for their ongoing interest in
the work of The Children’s
Hospital at Westmead and
for their generous support.
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WALK FOR KIDS

The Bob “Tug”
Wilson’s Walk for
Kids with Cancer 2016
Please join us on 20 March 2016 for the Bob “Tug” Wilson’s Walk for Kids with Cancer.

T

his event is a 26.5
kilometre walk from
the Sydney Opera
House to Manly Corso. It is
a moderate walk, taking in some
of the most spectacular scenery
Sydney has to offer, through
National Parks, across beaches
and never too far from the water.
In 2015 we achieved some
amazing results, with 421
walkers raising over $150,000.
In 2016, we are aiming for 700
walkers raising $250,000 and
we need your help to do it.
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All money raised goes to the
Cancer Centre for Children
at The Children’s Hospital
at Westmead.
In addition to enjoying Sydney’s
spectacular coastline on this
unique walk, you will also:
• Be in the draw to win some
wonderful prizes
• Get a special event singlet
• Enjoy a fully-catered lunch
• Have the chance to really make
a difference to the lives of
children with cancer

To register your interest in being
involved in 2016, please email
petra.velkovski@health.nsw.gov.au
and quote reference: EBWALK.
The event website will launch
in September and there will
be an early bird registration
for keen walkers.
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Bandaged Bear…
It’s been a busy year so far. Thank you all for your
support of the 2015 Bandaged Bear Appeal. Whether
you held an event, made a donation or purchased
merchandise you helped so many of our sick kids.

T

his year’s Tax Appeal
raised $720,000, Amelia
recently came in for
another visit, her 18th surgery.
She is now back home and
doing well. Amelia has a rare
condition called lymphatic
malformation, spending 123 days
in hospital before she was able
to come home for the first time.

Your generosity and enthusiasm
is appreciated by all at The
Children’s Hospital at Westmead
and the many thousands of

patients and families who rely
on our services each year.
PS, Remember I’m always
busy but if you want to
keep up to date with all my
fun activities, don’t forget
to follow me on Instagram,
Twitter and Facebook.

Stay safe and thanks very
much for your support!
BandagedBear

@BandagedBear

#BandagedBear

Radiothon
Tune in to 2UE on Friday
6 November for our Birthday
Radiothon. Join us as we
celebrate 20 years of caring
for kids at Westmead.

Supporter
Survey
Please take a few moments to
complete our supporter survey,
Your answers will help us in our
search to find more supporters
as compassionate as you – so
that our work caring for children
and researching the diseases
that threaten their health can
continue to go from strength
to strength. Thank you
FND2571/0915

From the desk of

